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COMMITT EE ON DOCUMENTATION
Forelgn Fublications Task Team (HD)

seport te COB

This first report of Task Team il deals with the need for foreign publications

within the Intelligence Community and the procurement of such publications.
NEED FOR FOREIGN PUBLICATIONS

The Tea {lrst 5ot out to determineg the sxtest of need fer foreiga publications
in intelligence work by queryisg exiensively production offices as well ae celiectors
and reference peopis. Their repliss make clear that the primary usage of fureige
publicstions is for intelligence preduction purpeses. The econonmisty are very
strong om this poini. They say ~Forsige publications are a primary source fer
production of sconctele imelligeace. Their lmportance varies with subsject and
geographic region, but generally they provide from 60 to 59 per cent of ERA source
miaterial. Specifieslly they provide sbout 80 parceat of source material on the USSR
aud 80 per ceat oo Exsters Eurvpe.  similarly the military when they note
“TiA considers forsige publications to be a vital source of imteiligence and, in misny
subjest areas, expioitaticn of this source is an sbaclute secessity to the succesaful

productios of respoasive istelilgesce. ™
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The geogrsphic pecple slow an extensive soed 1n their reply "Foreige
publicaticns are used sxtensively in ali geographic inteiligence rosearch and
productica. Fer certalu iypes of USSR stadies they represent the best awnd
sotaetimas the caly source of data. Even where least used, in son-Rloc Earopesh

stadies, foreign publications provic

25X1B
similarly the S&T community woles " Foreign scientific sad techaical publicutions

and sews articles are dsed extensively as sources fox mxw production. The
information derived from these spurces snbances the valus and factlitales the

interpretation of laformatien obtained by other means. In the case of il componsuts
eugeged in ressarch oun basie foreign researchk and development, forelgn scientific

and lechnical publications comprize _Mksrwﬁ 25X1B
material,” For cerrest intelligence parposes we find & varied usefainess ranging

from “absolutely esseatial-widely used” on the USSE to “littie used” om W. Eurcpe.

The whole range is summed up neatly by the Chairmsn of the Board of Nationsl

Estimaates when he writes “The patlera of toreign publicstions ussfulness is varied,

Except for certaln sxotic ftoma in military snd other fieids, foreign potilciations

{and broadcasts) are pretty much the hread and butter of cur Soviel, East Turopesn,

and Chinese Comeiuaist asalysis sfforts -~ sad in the cnse of lorelgn policy matisvs,

slmost our sols gource. We aleo value Western Eurcpeas publications for their
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taformation and saniysis of developmeats in Purepe, the USSR, Africs, snd the
Near East. Except in a fow cases, we kmtttmmhmﬁémdfm forsigen
publications from Africs, Latin Ameries, or non-Communist Aste.”

In sddition to the selid need for forelgn pedlications in isteiligence productien,
we find many other uses. Fer exampie, the phetagraphs contained in forveign
publications ars used “to supplement and complement serial photography .

Meny gublications are used for background iaformation and Tesearch. Other uses
are in ciandestine operations where pubiications In #0MSe ATERS “'AYe particulerly
tmportant for idewtifylag targets for operations, for evsiusting the effectiveness of
our operations, sad-for the planaiag of new approsches to our targets.” still ether
uses inciude leads generatiag collection requirements, swpport lo mapping sad
charting projecis and propey jdeatification of targets for aerial phatography

purpanss.

Approved For Release 2002/01/24}3:!%#}380801 139A000300030025-1




